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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kate DeVries Smith on 11/10/2003. 

IN THE CLAIiVIS 

38. (currently amended) An adhesive construction comprising: 

(a) a flexible label substrate having a first side and defining an outer perimeter 
edge; 

(b) a first adhesive field comprising pressure sensitive adhesive and defining 
an outer perimeter adhesive field positioned on the first side of the flexible 
label substrate and adjacent the outer perimeter edge, 

(i) the first adhesive field being a discontinuous pattern of spaced 
adhesive dots with adhesive covering no more than 70% and at 
least about 30% of an area of a portion of the first side of the 
flexible label substrate defined by the first adhesive field, 

(ii) the area of a portion of the first side of the flexible label substrate 
defined by the first adhesive being at least 30 sq. mm., 
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(iii) the outer perimeter edge [having no segment of extension of 
greater than 5 mm. at which an adhesive dot is not present in the 
outer perimeter adhesive field immediately adjacent the outer 
perimeter edge] encountering some of the adhesive dots in the first 
adhesive field: each adhesive dot encountered bv the outer 
perimeter edge being spaced from a next closest adhesive dot 
encountered bv the outer perimeter edge bv a distance along the 
outer perimeter edge of 5 mm. or less , and 

(iv) the outer perimeter adhesive field having a dimension of extension 
inwardly from the outer perimeter edge of at least 1 mm.; 

(c) a second adhesive field comprising pressure sensitive adhesive and 
defining an inner adhesive field spaced from the outer perimeter edge and 
completely surrounded by the first adhesive field, 

(i) the second adhesive field covering at least 90% of an area of a 
portion of the first side of the flexible label substrate defined by the 
second adhesive field, 

(ii) the area of a portion of the first side of the flexible label defined by 
the second adhesive field being at least 30 sq. mm., and 

(iii) the inner adhesive field having a dimension of extension inwardly 
from the outer perimeter adhesive field of at least 3 mm.; 

(d) an adhesive-free region on the first side of the flexible substrate 
completely surrounded by the inner adhesive field. 
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(i) the adhesive-free region comprising at least 40% of a perimeter 
area defined by the flexible substrate outer perimeter edge, and 

(ii) the adhesive-free region of the flexible substrate being transparent; 
and 

(e) wherein the first adhesive field and second adhesive field are applied in a 
single screen-printing process. 
2. New corrected drawings are required in this application because the drawings 
are informal. For example, Fig. 3 contains a hand-written correction. Applicant is 
advised to employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, 
as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The 
corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 


REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

In the instant claimed invention, Applicants' amended claims overcome the prior 
rejections set forth in the last Office Action. 

Applicant's argument is persuasive that Steidinger shows different arrangements 
for secondary adhesive pattern of dots or lines, i.e., the top and bottom edges of the 
perimeter do not have any adhesive lines immediately adjacent to, i.e., within 5 mm or 
less, etc., the outer perimeter edge, whereas the instantly claimed invention having the 
adhesive dot immediately at the outer perimeter edge (Remarks, page 6), and the newly 
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amended claim 38 recites tinat "the outer perimeter edge encountering some of the 
adhesive dots in the first adhesive field". As such, while Steidinger's adhesive pattern 
inherently avoids the gumming problem during die-cutting pf the adhesive label, the 
capability of avoiding the gumming problem of the instant invention with the adhesive 
dot immediately at and also encountering the perimeter edge is nonobvious. 


